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By Bev Niemeyer Schmer 
 Class of 1967 

 

Gary Wegner, Bothell High School class of 1963, is pictured at left, with his 

family, in a Northshore Citizen photograph on February 21, 1963.  From left to 

right are his mother, Jean Gardner Wegner, Class of 1936; Gary, his brother, Greg; 

father, Herbert (Bud) Wegner, Class of 1935, and sister, Merrilee. His brother and 

sister were both graduates of Snohomish High School. 

 

The family was helping Gary pack to travel to Washington DC with thirty-nine 

other finalists in the 1963 Westinghouse Science Talent Search competition. The 

Westinghouse Science Talent Search, now the Intel Science Talent Search, is America's oldest and most prestigious pre-

college science competition. Every year, approximately 1,600 United States high school seniors enter their original science 

projects. Forty finalists, representing the best and brightest young scientific minds in America, go on to compete for over 

1.25 million dollars in awards and scholarships.  Over the past 68 years, former Science Talent Search finalists have 

achieved some of the world's most prestigious academic honors. Seven have gone on to win the Nobel Prize, while others 

have been awarded the Fields Medal, the National Medal of Science, and the MacArthur Foundation Fellowship.  

 

When Gary competed in 1963, it was the 22nd annual competition, and he became one of only eight Washington state 

entries to reach the finals at that time.  Gary was an astronomy student who studied the evolution of planets and his project 

for the competition was entitled ―The Clues to the Origin of the Planet Surfaces.‖  At a young age, he was interested in the 

stars. During high school, he presented papers to professional astronomical groups and published material in professional 

journals. In 1961, as a sophomore, he addressed numerous conventions, including a national conclave of the astronomical 

league at Detroit.  The Seattle Times quoted him in March, 1963, saying ― I feel that analytical thought is all important; 

really good scientists must be dedicated to their own science, but should be well rounded.‖ 

 

Gary followed his own advice in being well-rounded.  At Bothell High, he was elected student body vice-president and 

chosen by his class, along with Joy Shew, to speak on graduation day. He planned to study physics and mathematics in 

college and then go into astrophysics research. His math coordinator, Larry Bond, predicted ―Wegner will likely become 

one of the great astronomers.‖ Gary attended Washington State University, received a BSc degree in astronomy at the 

University of Arizona, and got his Ph.D. in astronomy at the University of Washington .  He spent three years at the 

University of Oxford in England with the Department of Astrophysics and seven years at the South African Astronomical 

Observatory in Cape Town. Upon returning to the United States in 1978, he was named a fellow in the Department of 

Physics at the University of Delaware and then an assistant professor at Penn State University. Since 1982, he has been  

Professor of Physics and Astronomy at Dartmouth College.  

 

If you would like to further research Gary’s impressive accomplishments, visit the NASA ADS website:  http://

adswww.harvard.edu/ or the Dartmouth website:  http://www.dartmouth.edu/ and search ―Gary Wegner.‖  

 

Gary was born in Seattle and raised in Bothell.  He is a member of the Gardner and Wegner family tree. He is married to 

Cynthia Goodfellow and they have five children; Josef, Kurt, Christian, Petter, and Emma, as well as two grandsons, 

Alexander and Otto. Gary enjoys hiking, reading, writing, and carpentry. They raise border collies and chickens. Gary was 

selected to be one of the first to be honored in the Northshore Hall of Fame.  (Article on pages 6, 7 of this issue.) 
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High School Sports Recollections From a Sports Writer 
 
 

By Craig Smith  
Class of 1963  

 

I can still see those football players emerging from the woods. I was in junior high in the late 1950’s and the Bothell High School 

football team would jog down to Pop Keeney Field on Thursdays for a light workout before Friday night’s game. Those players 

looked ten feet tall to me and still do. I’d rather meet guys from those late Bothell teams of the 1950s than any Seattle Seahawks 

past or present.  

 

Seeing those guys made me want to wear the blue and white. And that’s what I did when I got to high school. I wasn’t anything 

more than a try-hard, undersized lineman but nearly 50 years later I still have Friday night memories and friends who were team-

mates.  

 

I was better at journalism than football and I spent most of my professional life as a Seattle Times sportswriter. I had stints cover-

ing Washington State University football, the Seahawks, professional soccer, hydroplanes, University of Washington basketball 

and golf, but what I enjoyed most was writing the ―Sideline Smitty‖ high-school column my final eight years at the paper.  

 

Bothell instilled an interest in prep sports in me and I always kept an eye on how Cougar teams were doing. At meetings where 

we would pick our Star Times (all-area) teams I would joke, ―I think we need some Bothell kids.‖  

 

When Bothell played for the 4A state football championship in 2006 and 2007, I covered earlier games then changed into a blue 

sweater and left the press box when it was time for the Cougars to take the field.  See you guys later,‖ I said to colleagues. ―I’m 

going to be a fan and watch this game with classmates.‖ Bothell lost heartbreakers both years. I got chewed out by an editor the 

second year because he told me, ―Hey, didn’t you know your job was to get us the stats from the game?‖ I pleaded ignorance.  

 

Bothell hasn’t won the state football title, but in 1927 it won the state boys basketball championship. It is the school’s only state 

title in a ―major‖ sport although it has titles in boys and girls gymnastics. My wife and sons are sick of hearing about that 1927 

team because I’ve jokingly used them as paragons of efficiency and competence. When someone in our family would be late in 

packing for a trip, I would say, ―The 1927 Bothell Cougars had everything laid out the night before the championship game.‖ Or, 

―The 1927 Bothell Cougars didn’t waste a lot of time watching television.‖ (Obviously – TV wasn’t yet invented.)  

 

The late Bud Ericksen once gave me ―History of Bothell Basketball‖ article that went all the way back to 1918. I photocopied the 

article and put a copy in the mail slot of every sportswriter and editor at the Times as if it were something serious they should 

study. Some got the joke immediately and laughed. Others grumbled, ―What the hell is this?‖ and looked at it like seals examin-

ing a red ball.  

 

I covered the 1962 state championship game where Garfield edged the Cougars 36-34 for the Northshore Citizen. That was the 

Bothell team with future restaurateur Duke Moscrip, Jim Joyce, Roy Gunsolus, Eddie Johnson, Mike Meyerle, Al ―Speck‖ 

Strand, Al Haynes, Larry Hansen, Clint McKellips, and my BHS tennis partner, Phil Peterson.  

 

Garfield was led by future UW Husky Levi Fisher. He and I belong to the Northwest Basketball Old-timers (I’m a media member 

but let the record show I did win the P-I Hoop Shoot in Kenmore in 1957). One year Levi’s nametag was sitting on a table and it 

was obvious he wasn’t going to make it to the annual dinner. ―That SOB beat Bothell in the state-title game,‖ I said, grabbing his 

nametag, crossing out his name and writing in my own. It was an act of ―Take That, Levi!‖  

 

As you can tell, I am a proud Bothell alum. I’m quick to tell you that Bothell just concluded its most successful decade of foot-

ball with five KingCo titles under coach Tom Bainter. The momentum should continue.  

 

I can only find one Bothell athlete who played in the NFL – the previously mentioned Bud Ericksen, who graduated from Bothell 

in 1934. Some old-timers say Dar Seeley played for the Chicago Bears in the 1940s, but I’ve never been able to confirm it and 

his name doesn’t appear on the Bears’ all-time roster.  

 

The only major-league baseball player in school history known to me was the late Del Bates, class of 1958, who played in 1970 

for Philadelphia as a catcher.  

 

 
(Continued on page 4) 
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The number one athletic accomplishment by a Bothell woman was Tracie Ruiz Conforto, class of 1981, winning gold medals in 

synchronized swimming (not exactly a high-school interscholastic sport) at the 1984 Olympics and a silver in 1988. Her duet 

partner in 1984 was Candy Costie from Inglemoor High School.  

 

An unsung athlete is Amy Lia, class of 2003, who won the NCAA 1,500-meter championship in 2006 with a clocking of 4 min-

utes, 14.63 seconds, which was 4 seconds better than her previous best time. She became the first University of Washington 

woman to win an NCAA track title in a running event.  

 

Best male athlete in Bothell history? My vote goes to Dick Nicholl ’57. He was an unstoppable running back and a gifted three-

sport athlete with speed and strength. He was recruited by the University of Washington and was about to be a starter but got fed 

up with coaches who didn’t understand that he hadn’t recovered from illness and surgery. They pushed him into spring drills 

when his body wasn’t ready for contact. He transferred to Western Washington and set rushing records. He then went in the 

Peace Corp and wound up as head football coach at Mercer Island High School where he set the KingCo Conference record for 

career wins.  

 

Best female athlete? Julie Ralls, class of 1984. She won two state golf titles and was all-league in soccer and basketball, averag-

ing 18 points her senior year. She won the state golf championship one afternoon and scored two goals in a state-playoff soccer 

game that night. In college, she was on a San Jose State team that won the NCAA golf championship.  

 

Ralls was special, but the rest of us who weren’t still share something with her - we wore the blue and white.  

(Continued from page 3) 

1st Annual Class of 1959 “Mini Reunion” 
 

The Bothell High School class of 1959 held their first ―Mini Reunion‖ on April 10, 2010 in Apache Junction, Arizona.  Jan 

Wilson, Darwin Thornton, and Colleen Antonowitsch organized the event, spreading the word via e-mail and telephone.   

 

It was held at the RV park clubhouse where Jan spends the winter. It was a potluck and everyone brought their own bever-

ages.  The turnout was small, with only twelve including spouses, but hopes are that the group will grow each year. 

 

Everyone had a great time visiting, reminiscing, and just relaxing.  There are plans to make this an annual event and because 

there are many Bothell High alumni in the southwest for the winter, the group thought it 

would be fun to extend an invitation to all alumni from Bothell High School. 

 

The second annual Mini Reunion will be held on April 9, 2011.  Anyone interested can get 

more detailed information from Colleen at colleenla59@yahoo.com (760-680-3104) or Dar-

win at the.thorntons@comcast.net (520-638-7024) 

 

Pictured left to right are Darwin Thornton, Charlene Walters Turner, Jack Seims, Linda Ran-

sopher Sinnett, Colleen Johnson Antonowitsch, Jan Wilson, and Frank Migliore. 

SchoolDigger.com:  
 

According to the website, www.schooldigger.com, which is a K-12 search & comparison tool for parents, Bothell High School 

ranks 35th of 424 Washington state high schools. There were 1707 students during the 2008-2009 school year and 73 full time 

teachers, affording a student/teacher ratio of 23.2.  Fourteen per cent (235) of the students were eligible for discounted or free 

lunches.  Northshore School District ranked 7th out of 216 Washington state school districts. 

 

GreatSchools.org:  
 

Bothell High School was awarded a school rating of ten out of ten by the website, www.greatschools.org.  Our school also 

earned four out of five stars based on fourteen ratings submitted by the community (parents and students).  Visit 

www.greatschools.org to submit your own rating.  You can also view the 2010 results of the HSPE (High School Proficiency 

Exam), which tested 10th graders in reading, math, writing, and science.  A scale shows the percentage of students meeting or 

exceeding the state standard.  Bothell High School continues to be a leader in education in our state. 
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A WORD FROM THE PREZ’ 
 

By Chuck Kaysner 
Class of 1963 

 

 

Many Thanks! 

 
I would like to again thank our volunteers for their work on the various committees.  Their contributions are sincerely appreci-

ated. 

 

The Association Board of Directors recognizes BZ Davis, class of 1974, for continuing to chair the Scholarship Committee, 

which consists of Karen McDonald,  class of 1974, Katharine Shogren Clark, Class of 1977, and myself, who conduct the inter-

view and selection process. 

 

Additional thanks to Karin Bagnall Poage, class of 1974, Homecoming chairperson, and to Karen & Stuart Poage for their work 

on the Homecoming booth. 

 

I would also like to thank the Newsletter Committee, which includes Carole Wikel Johnson, Class of 1967,  Geraldine (Jeri) Lang 

Keasey,  Class of 1950, and Bev Niemeyer Schmer, Class of 1967.  

 

Last, but not least, the Association offers thanks to our board members: 

 President:   Chuck Kaysner     Class of 1963 

  Vice President:   L. G. ―Bud‖ Eaton    Class of 1961 

  Secretary:   vacant      position open 

 Treasurer:   Barbara L. Petersen Dines    Class of 1947 

  Membership Secretary:  Bev Niemeyer Schmer    Class of 1967 

 Helen Andersen McMahon  Honorary Emeritus Board Member   Class of 1936 

 As well as our Webmaster, John Christman, Class of 1961 

2003 Scholarship Recipient Update 

 
Maya Karp was the Bothell High School Alumni Association scholarship recipient in 2003.   

 

She is the daughter of John Karp, class of 1968, and granddaughter of the late Julian Karp, superintendent of Northshore School 

District.   

 

Maya graduated from Willamette University, majoring in Studio Art.  In college, she joined Alpha Chi Omega.  Over the next 

two years, she attended and completed Animation Mentor school, a character animation studies program. 

 

Maya currently works at Valve Software.  She continues to attend the Episcopal Church in Kenmore and helps run SIGGRAPH, 

a special interest group with a goal to inspire computer graphics and interactive media professisonals.   

 

Maya feels that higher education helped her prepare for her future by exposing her to cultural exchange and the life experience of 

organizational skills and meeting deadlines. One of her greatest experiences since high school is volunteering with SIGGRAPH 

and instruction with Animation Mentor.  

 

Her advice to graduating students is ―do all the things that scare and surprise you!‖ 

 

The BHSAA thanks Maya for the update and wishes you the best in everything you do in your aspiring future. 

A group of Americans was traveling by tour bus through  Holland.  As they stopped at a cheese farm, a young guide led them through the 

process of cheese making, explaining that goat's milk was used.  She showed the group a lovely hillside where many goats were graz-

ing.  'These' she explained, 'Are the older goats put out to pasture when they no longer produce.'  She then asked, 'What do you do 

in  America  with your old goats?' A spry old gentleman answered, 'They send us on bus tours! 
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By Bev Niemeyer Schmer 
 Class of 1967 

After George Selg and Speck (Alan) Strand lead the fund raising for the new scoreboard project for Pop Keeney Stadium, they 

were anxious to begin a new adventure. It is important to them to continue to recognize and promote excellence within the 

Northshore School District and inspire the youth in our Northshore schools. 

 

They set a campaign in motion to create a ―Northshore Wall of Honor‖ at Pop Keeney Stadium to honor distinguished alumni, 

teachers, and staff members of Northshore School District. The project was completed in less than six months with the aid of 

many in the Northshore School District, including alumni and Superintendent Larry Francois.  On September 15,2010 a  cere-

mony was held honoring the first seventeen recipients.  

 

The ―Wall of Honor‖ is located on the north end of Pop Keeney Stadium near the main entrance. The initial selection received 

approximately 40 nominations. For more information on the selection process or to place a nomination for next year, visit: 

www.nsd.org/education/components/scrapbook, select Partners and Volunteers and  under Business and Community, you will 

locate the Wall of Honor. 

 

 The following is a list  of the initial seventeen distinguished individuals and their accomplishments: 

 

Bernie Ackerman, Northshore School District, 1955-82 

BHS & NSD award-winning music programs, Washington State Music Educators Hall of Fame 

 

Dennis Behrens, Northshore School District, 1957-90 

BHS choral director & NSD fine arts supervisor, Washington State Music Educators Hall of Fame 

 

Tracie Ruiz Conforto, Bothell High School, 1981 

Olympic Games, Synchronized Swimming, 1984: Two Gold Medals; 1988: Silver Medal 

 

Roger Fisher, Inglemoor High School, 1968 

Founding guitarist for the rock group, ―Heart,‖ widely recognized virtuoso guitarist 

 

Dr. John E. Halver, Bothell High School, 1940 

World renowned research scientist, aquaculture & fish nutrition 

 

Dr. Hebbel E. Hoff, Bothell High School, 1924 (deceased) 

First BHS Rhodes Scholar; dean of physiology, McGill & Baylor universities 

 

Julian Karp,  Northshore School District, Superintendent, 1953-73 

Visionary school district leader, established curriculum and growth plans 

 

Ina Knutsen, School Board, 1952-87 

Distinguished school board member, Bothell, Northshore and Shoreline Community College 

 

Candy Costie Merrill, Inglemoor High School, 1981 

Olympic Games, Synchronized Swimming, 1984 Gold Medal 

 

Honorable Keith H. Miller, Bothell High School, 1943 

Alaska Secretary of State, 1966-69; Alaska State Governor, 1969-70 

 

Honorable Patty Johns Murray, Bothell High School, 1968 

State senator, 1989-93; Legislator of the Year, 1990; U.S. Senator for Washington State, 1993-present 

 

Dr. Sid Nelson, Bothell High School, 1963 

University of Washington professor of medicinal chemistry; dean emeritus, School of Pharmacy 

 

Larry Peterson, Northshore School District , 1953-84 

Teacher, principal and basketball coach; Washington State Teacher of the Year, 1968 

 

(Continued on page 7) 

NORTHSHORE WALL OF HONOR 

http://www.nsd.org/education/components/scrapbook
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Peter Rinearson, Bothell High School, 1972 

Pulitzer Prize, 1984; Seattle Times award-winning journalist and author 

 

Dr. John B. Sutherland, Bothell High School, 1963 

USFDA research microbiologist, metabolism of toxic compounds 

 

Karen Scholl Thorndike, Bothell High School, 1960 

First American woman to sail solo around the world, 1998 

 

Dr. Gary A. Wegner, Bothell High School, 1963 

Famed astronomer, Fulbright fellow, dean of astrophysics, Dartmouth University 

(Continued from page 6) 

Pictured above, top row, left to right: 

George Selg, BHS 1963; Dennis Behrens; Roger Fisher, IHS 1968; Joe Karp, BHS 1964, accepting for Julian Karp, deceased; 

Candy Costie Merrill, IHS, 1981; Sid Nelson, BHS 1963; Karen Scholl Thorndyke, BHS 1960; Peter Rinearson, BHS 1972; 

Larry Francois; Speck Strand. 

 

Bottom row, left to right: 

Jean Wegner, BHS 1936 and Greg Wegner, mother and brother accepting for Gary Wegner, BHS 1963; John Sutherland, BHS 

1963, Larry Peterson; Barb Swan, accepting for Patty Johns Murray, BHS 1968, Corrine Knutsen Storey, BHS 1964, accepting 

for her mother, Ina Knutsen; John Halver, BHS 1940, Tracie Ruiz Conforto, BHS 1981, and Bernie Ackerman.  

 

Tax deductible donations to help sustain this program may be sent to the Cougar Football Club - Wall of Honor Fund, P.O. Box 

42, Bothell, WA 98041. 

 

After their dedication to enhancing Pop Keeney Stadium through the new scoreboard and a ―Wall of Honor,‖ you might think 

George and Speck would retire— hardly. Their latest project is one all alumni can assist with. The newest endeavor is a ―Military 

Memorial‖ plaque, honoring alumni killed in service to our country. If you have the name and year of any alumni killed in service 

to our country, please call our alumni president, Chuck Kaysner, at 425-481-1337.  The goal is to identify those alumni killed in 

action during WWI, WWII, Korean Conflict, Viet Nam, Granada, Gulf War, Iraq Conflict, and Afghanistan Conflict. 
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What’s New In 

Your  

Hometown? 
 

By Bev Niemeyer Schmer 
Class of 1967 

 

“Northshore Schools Foundation” Hires 

BHS Alumnus as Executive Director 

 
Carmin Dalziel, a graduate of Bothell High School’s class 

of 1989, has recently been hired by the Northshore Schools 

Foundation  as their executive director.  Carmin offers 

twenty years of experience working with non-profit organi-

zations.   

 

She attributes much of her success to great northshore 

school teachers and is anxious to reconnect with her roots  

and give back to the community that supported her in her 

youth. 

 

The Northshore Schools Foundation began in 1995 as a 

non-profit and operates separate from the school district.  

Their goal is to enhance educational opportunities for 

northshore students and faculty through fund raising ef-

forts.  The foundation is funded by private contributions.   

 

If you would like additional information on the Northshore 

Schools Foundation  or to make a contribution, please visit 

www.northshoreschoolsfoundation.org.  

COMMUNITY CORNER  Bob, a 70-year-old, extremely wealthy widower, shows up at 

the Country Club with a beautiful  25-year-old blonde-haired 

woman who knocks everyone's socks off with her youthful sex 

appeal and charm and who hangs over Bob's arm and listens 

intently to his every word. His buddies at the club are 

all aghast.  At the very first chance, they corner him and ask, 

'Bob, how'd you get the trophy girlfriend?'  Bob re-

plies,  'Girlfriend?  She's my wife!' They are knocked over, but 

continue to ask.  'So, how'd you persuade her to marry you?'  'I 

lied about my age', Bob replies. 'What, did you tell her you were 

only 50?' Bob smiles and says, ―No, I told her I was 90.‖ 

 Editor’s Note: 
 

If you’re interested in keeping up on current events in your  

hometown or the high school, visit the following  sites: 

 

 BHSAA:   www.bothellalumniclass.com 
 

 City of Bothell:  www.ci.bothell.wa.us 

 

 High School:  www.nsd.org 

   

 City of Woodinville:  www.ci.woodinville.wa.us 

 

 City of Kenmore:  www.kenmorewa.gov 

 

 Kenmore Heritage: www.scn.org/civic/KenmoreHeritage  

 

 Bothell Historical Museum:

 wwww.bothellmuseum.homestead.com/home.html 
   

 Woodinville Heritage Society: suzibelle@atti.net  (e-mail) 

Submitted by Dave Jones 
Class of 1950 

 
A group of 40-year old buddies discusses where they should 
meet for dinner.  Finally, it is agreed upon that they should 
meet at the Gausthof zum Lowen restaurant because the 
waitresses there have low cut blouses and nice breasts. 
 
Ten years later, at age 50, the group  again  discusses where 
they should meet.  Finally, it is agreed upon that they should 
meet at the Gausthof zum Lowen because the food there is 
very good and the wine selection is also good. 
 
Ten years later, at age 60, the group discusses where they 
should meet.  Finally, it is agreed upon that they should meet 
at the Gausthof zum Lowen because they can eat there in 
peace and quiet and the restaurant is smoke free. 
 
Ten years later, at age 70, the group again discusses where 
they should meet.  Finally, it is agreed upon that they should 
meet at the Gausthof zum Lowen because the restaurant is 
wheel chair accessible and they even have an elevator. 
 
Ten years later, at age 80, the group again discusses where 
they should meet.  Finally it is agreed that they should meet 
at the Gausthof zum Lowen restaurant because they have 
never been there before. 

Downtown Parking Changes 
 

Bothell’s ―Downtown Merchants Group,‖ a subcommittee of 

the Chamber of Commerce, recommended that the city con-

duct a study on how they could optimize main street parking 

through a cost effective approach.  The research, conducted 

almost two years ago, suggested updating parking signs and 

adding parking space delineations and cited a need for im-

proved use of curb spaces for short term parking. 

 

The study resulted in a project that should be completed be-

fore this year ends.  Goals are to make parking easier so 

community members can better enjoy shopping, eating, and 

other services available on Main Street.   

 

For a projected cost of approximately $30,000.00, it is esti-

mated that 30 more parking spaces will be added to the 

downtown area.  If the shopping experience is more conven-

ient, it is expected that area businesses will be more success-

ful.   



9 

  

 
Active members:  183 

 Life members:  171 

 

The Association sincerely thanks all members for the generous 

donations received in response to our request last issue.  This 

includes those who chose to receive their newsletters online to 

save postage.  While it was planned to discontinue mailing 

membership cards as part of the effort to save money, this was 

reconsidered and will be reinstated. The Association continues 

to work on increasing membership.  Spread the word to those 

who are not yet members. 

 

IN MEMORY OF… 
 

The following graduates made donations to BHSAA in memory 

of a deceased alumnus, friend, and/or loved one: 

Evie Kelly Gaylord, Class of 1951 

  in memory of Don LeMay, Class of 1951 

Bob Haynes, Class of 1965    

  in memory of Steve Nicholl, Class of 1965 

Molly Yates McIntosh, Class of 1969   

  in memory of  Rick Yates Class of 1970 

Carolyn Wilson Gabrielson, Class of 1967   

 in memory of 1967 deceased classmates 

Chuck Kaysner, Class of 1963    

 in memory of Lois Sutherland 

Betty Berto Niemeyer, Class of 1946   

 in memory of Iver Olson, Class of 1942 

Don Granvold , Class of 1961   

 in memory of Colburn Granvold, Class of 1950 

Dion Kate Woods DiPasquale, Class of 1961  

 in memory of Kathleen Malet Woods Ward, 1965 

Virgil Smith, Class of 1958    

 in memory of 1958 deceased Classmates 

Mace Brady, Class of 1965    

 in memory of George Brady, Class of 1965 

Sally Hamilton Delvecchio, Class of 1963   

 in memory of Ron Green Sr., Class of 1935, Steve 

 Nicholl, Class of 1965 & Iver Olson, Class of 1942 

Pat Kraft Struthers, Class of 1954 

 in memory of Duane E. Struthers, Class of 1962 & 

 JoAnne Shea Davis, Class of 1954 

 

DONATIONS 
 

If you wish to make a donation ―in memory of‖ someone spe-

cial, please include this information with your remittance, and 

we will publish your gift of remembrance. (The membership 

form at the back of this newsletter has options for donations.)   

 

Thank you to the following alumni for their donations: 

 

Nora McBride Breen  Class of 1947 

Marilyn Ross Kidd  Class of 1955 

Karin Bagnall Poage  Class of 1974 

Virgil Smith   Class of 1958 

 

SPECIAL DONATION 
 

Chuck Kaysner, Class of 1963, donated in ―honor‖ of Bud, 

(Class of 1961) and Annette (Class of 1956) Eaton, with their 

1965 Mustang convertible and Orlie and Verlis Peele Lohre 

(Class of 1958) with their 1958 Impala convertible, who were 

winners of the  BHS All Alumni Picnic 2010 car show. 

 

MEMORIAL GIFTS 
 

A Bothell High scholarship is another way to honor a friend or 

loved one who has departed.  The scholarship fund is a great 

way for a friend or fellow classmate to express their love or 

friendship.  Show your appreciation or sympathy during times 

of sorrow or note the anniversary of someone’s passing.  If you 

wish an acknowledgement recognizing your contribution, in-

form us and provide name & address. The amount of your gift 

is not disclosed. 

NOTICES 

 The Association always wants old newspaper clippings, 

annuals, programs, and other BHS keepsakes and memora-

bilia.  If you can contribute anything, notify Bev at 425-

488-8260 or e-mail: info@bhs-alumni.net 

 ONLINE MEMBERS: All members will receive a hard 

copy of this newsletter, as the website is under construc-

tion and we don’t want to chance alumni having trouble 

accessing their issue.  Thanks again to all those that volun-

teered to receive their issue online. 

 DIDN’T RECEIVE YOUR NEWSLETTER? Inform the 

Association right away.  Mark your calendar for June and 

December, when they are distributed.   

 ADDRESS CHANGES:  Notify us of any changes before 

we mail our newsletters, as the cost increases substantially 

with subsequent mailings. 

 

ASSOCIATION MEETINGS: 
 

Meetings are held at The Lyon’s Den, 10415 Beardslee Blvd., 

Bothell (425-398-9792), located across from the Bothell Post 

Office.  Contact  Bev Niemeyer Schmer for  directions or in-

formation at 425-488-8260 or e-mail info@ bhs-alumni.net. 

 

Notes: 

 Board Meetings are at 9:00 am, lasting not more than 1 

hour before the regular meeting begins.  All may attend 

board meetings but only board members and officers can 

vote.  New faces are encouraged.   

 

 The meeting location allows attendees to order food and 

enable us to mix business with pleasure.  We hope this will 

encourage more to join in.   
 

 
(Continued on page 10) 

MEMBERSHIP 
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BHSAA Meeting Dates:  2010-2011:  

 

Meetings are held the second Saturday of each month: 
 

December 11, 2010  (cancelled) April 9, 2011   August 13, 2011   December 10, 2011 

January 8, 2011 (* See note)  May 14, 2011   September 10, 2011  (Elections) 

February 12, 2011   June 11, 2011   October 8, 2011 

March 12,2011   July 9, 2011   November 12, 2011 

 

Board meeting begins at 9am - General meeting follows at 10 am  Attend either or both 

 

* Note: New officers will be installed on January 8, 2011 with a complimentary breakfast in Kenmore Lanes banquet room.  Please join us at 

9am. 

 

All Alumni Picnic: Sunday, August 21, 2011 (Annually, third Sunday, every August) 
 

 Blyth Park, Bothell - 11 am until 4 pm 

 

The picnic is an annual gathering. All Bothell High School alumni are welcome.  Look for tables 

marked with your class year.  It is a great opportunity to renew old acquaintances.  

 

Come prepared with a picnic lunch and plates, silverware, and non-alcoholic beverage for your 

party. Covered area is available with BBQ facilities. Bring children and grandchildren; playground 

on site. Spread the word and mark your calendar for next year’s event. 

 

(Continued from page 9) 
 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

 
By Eugene “Charlie” Chase  

Class of 1937 

 

I was born on October 29, 1919 in a ―rest home‖ about one block north of the Bothell city limits. We lived in a three-bedroom 

house on Fir Street until about 1927. My mother was Grace Stroud Chase and my father was Edward Myron Chase. I had all the 

usual childhood diseases: mumps, measles and chicken pox. I had frequent stomach aches. To get some relief I would lie on my 

stomach on a foot stool. 

 

I wasn’t allowed to leave our property alone, so I would scoot my toes up to the edge of our sidewalk, and just look out at the 

outside world. 

 

On Sunday’s we ate dinner in the dining room. One time when we were having company for dinner, my mother put a white table 

cloth on the table. I asked my mother ―why forth do we have a sheet on the table?‖ 

 

One day my father brought home a live chicken. He chopped its head off and the chicken ran around the yard with no head. That 

really fascinated me. 

 

My sister, Sarabel, BHS 1936, (Chapin, now deceased) was a little less than two years older than me and had a toy tin telephone. 

I guess I provoked her because she pushed me into the telephone and I had a scar on my forehead for years. 

 

About 1927 my parents built a two story house on 1ST Avenue, about five blocks north of Main Street. It was about three ziggy 

blocks from the high school. We lived on a fairly steep hill about a block long. It was perfect for sledding when there was 

enough snow on the ground. The only bad thing was that the ―snippy‖ up-hill neighbors didn’t like the sledders and put stove 

ashes on the street. They later  became my step-grand parents. 

(Continued on page 11) 

ALUMNUS RECOLLECTIONS OF GROWING UP IN BOTHELL 
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My mother was an avid gardener and had beautiful flowers all over the yard. I guess that is where I got my gardening spirit 

which still inspires me 80 years later.  My mother died in 1931. My dad, sister, and I batched for a number of years. I remember 

being served a lot of canned soup. We had an ice-box on the back porch and milk was delivered in bottles on the back steps. In 

cold weather, the milk would partly freeze and the paper lid would rise above the bottle top. 

 

I attended grade school at the school on the hill and was in the new junior high just after it was built. The junior high was a two 

story building with a basement. The stairs between the floors had a neat railing that you could sit on and slide down. It wasn’t 

long until someone slid off the end of the first section and put their feet through the wall at the landing. Soon after that they put 

cleats on the railing, ending the sliding fun. 

 

At about  age twelve, I spent a week at my aunt and uncle’s house in NW Seattle. Their daughter, Naomi, gave me my first ten-

nis lesson. I later found out that she was the woman’s tennis champion of Seattle. Poor girl, having to put up with me as a begin-

ner tennis player. My Aunt Stell’s family camped each summer at a beach area north of Seattle. I spent some time with them and 

had a great time. There were train tracks at the foot of the hill above the beach. When we heard a train coming, we scooted to the 

topless outhouse, stood on the toilet seat and waved to the train engineers. They always waved back. 

 

I attended Bothell High from 1933-1937. I participated in tennis, golf, football, basketball and baseball. I had to quit baseball in 

my junior year due to a left shoulder injury. The injury resulted from an accident at the roller skating rink north of Bothell. It was 

an old rinky-dink building with 8 x 8 inch studs along the sides of the skating area supporting the roof. While skating, I tripped 

and hit one of the studs with my left shoulder. It was years before I had good use of my left arm. I graduated in 1937 and was 

salutatorian of my class.  

 

College looked possible to me. I figured that if I worked 15 months, I could save enough money for a couple of years of college. 

I was working for my father at $12.00 per week and living at home free gratis. Counting what little I had in a savings account, I 

calculated I would have to save $8.96 per week of my weekly salary. That was the start of my being thrifty, but I never got to 

college. I worked six days each week and took trigonometry and sign painting at night school in Seattle. My father was half 

owner of a hardware store on main street. Then he bought a food, vegetable, and meat market across the street from the hardware 

store. This was about 1935 in the peak of the depression. I was the fruit and vegetable man and helped Roy Worley in the meat 

section until he became disabled due to an infected toe and then I became the sole butcher. It was only for a short time, because 

the butcher’s union found out about it and sent us a fly-by-night butcher. 

 

About 1932 my father married Marguerite Lytle, whose deceased husband had been the MD in Bothell. That added two step-

siblings: Mary and Elmer Ellsworth Lytle. This made the up-hill neighbors my step-grandparents. I used to go to my step-grand 

dads room to listen to the radio broadcast of the Seattle baseball team’s games, I think they were called the Seattle Indians. The 

broadcast announcer was Leo Lassen, and when the game got exciting he would say ―hang onto those rocking chairs.‖ 

 

During my early teens Dick Mohn, son of my father’s business partner, decided it was time for us to learn how to drive a car. 

Dick drove his dad’s car to the race track around the old football field. We took turns driving, and we were having a great time 

until the stick shift got stuck in reverse and we could not get it out. Dick drove the car backwards around the track, across the 

highway in front of the old high school, to Fred Lathrops auto repair shop. The shop was located across from the high school. We 

were really worried that we had broken something. Fred said it was no problem -he took the cover off the shifting mechanism, 

reset the gear shift into its proper place, and all was well. 

 

I enlisted in 1941, photo at left, and went to boot camp at NF in San Diego. (I was there during the attack on 

Pearl Harbor.) I was an apprentice seaman (AS), aviation ordinance man (AOM), and worked my way up to 

Chief. After I got my temporary commission, I was an Ensign (ENS), Lieutenant (LT), and then a Lieuten-

ant Commander (LCDR). My career took me  to NS Norfolk, Virginia, NS Key West, Florida, AS Deland, 

Florida, NAS Beaufort, Florida, and NAF Boca Chica, Florida. 

 

Then I attended flight school at Murray State Teachers College in Murray, Kentucky (for learning re-

fresher), followed by Pre-flight at University of Georgia in Athens, Georgia.  I continued at NAS Memphis, 

Tennessee, (primary flight training), to NAS Pensacola, Florida (intermediate flight training), to NAS Hut-

chinson, Kansas (advanced training), and then NAS Pensacola (carrier landings qualification). Designated a 

Navy pilot, I then went to NAS Hutchinson, Kansas (flight instructor), NAS San Diego, Caliph (pilot du-

ties), NAS Pensacola photographic school, and NAS Miramar (near San Diego) where I was a pilot in a photographic squadron. 

With this squadron, I traveled to NAF Big Delta, Alaska, NAF Umiat, AK, Point Barrow, AK, Nome, AK, Fairbanks, AK, NAS 

(Continued from page 10) 

(Continued on page 12) 
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Kodiak, AK, NS Adak, NF Attu, Amchitka Island, NAS Whidbey Is-

land and NAS Alameda, California.Kodiak, AK, NS Adak, NF Attu, 

Amchitka Island, NAS Whidbey Island and NAS Alameda, California. 

 

After flight school, my duties in the units primarily included piloting the 

planes with on-ground duties such as administration, schedules, assistant  

operations, pilot instructor, training enlisted persons, education, and 

welfare.  All units had officers who were not pilots and they performed 

most of the routine duties.  

 

I married Sylvia Rose Baer while on leave from Key West in 1942, she 

passed away in 1999. We have two daughters, Sydney and Myra, a son, 

Eugene Jr., and ten grandchildren. 

 

I am now married to Willow. She was one of my flight students. She got 

her private pilot’s license but never flew after the test flight. She and I 

have flown many cross-country flights since then. She recently wrote 

and published a children’s fantasy novel and now writes book reviews 

in her blog on the internet. 

 

The photo at right was taken on Veteran’s 

Day last year. 

 

NAVY abbreviations used: 

 

NAS -Naval Air Station 

NAAS -Naval Auxiliary Air Station 

NS -Naval Station 

AAF-Army Air Field 

NAF-Navy Air Facility 

 

(Continued from page 11) 
 

 
By Bev Niemeyer Schmer 

Class of 1967 

 

Ruth Thompson Vchulek  Class of 1931 

Victor Olsen    Class of 1933 

Janet Whiteside Shellito  Class of 1936 

George Weiss   Class of 1936 

Grace Shaver Clemans  Class of 1941 

Don Vodder   Class of 1942 

Percy (Lee) McBride  Class of 1943 

Sally Kitching Dewey  Class of 1948 

Bob Bruce   Class of 1947 

Howard Grothe   Class of 1949 

Patricia Eech Staggs  Class of 1949 

Cliff Blomgren   Class of 1956 

Bruce Meston   Class of 1957 

Muriel Pygott Gunderson  Class of 1958 

Pat Eschbach St. George  Class of 1959 

Jerry George   Class of 1962 

Robert Duane Hopfield  Class of 1963 

Jim McMahon   Class of 1963 

Verne Hicks   Class of 1966 

Mark Knowles   Class of 1971 

Willie Liles   Class of 1975 

Tim Stipek   Class of 1979 

 

Send information on deceased, along with an obitu-

ary to Bev at info@bhs-alumni.net.   

DECEASED ALUMNI 
Not Previously Published 

By Barbara L. Petersen Dines 
Class of 1947 

 

 

This year’s All-Alumni picnic was held on Sunday, August 15, 2010 and the weather was a perfect day for a picnic.  There were 

approximately 275 alumni in attendance.  A raffle was held and there were four winners:  Kathy Bruzas Schroeder, class of 1964, 

won a book from Kenmore Air Harbor; Bill Hord, class of 1951, received a book entitled ―Then and Now;‖ Shannon Robinson, 

class of 1959, was given a 2005 alumni directory & license plate holder; and Marlynn Kaysner McLaughlin, class of 1961, won a 

large duffel bag. 

 

A vintage car show held during the picnic rewarded two winners:  Bud Eaton, class of 1961, showing his red 1965 Mustang con-

vertible, received three books from Woodinville Heritage Society—these were published by alumnus, Helen Andersen McMahon, 

class of  1936—, and Orlie Lohre, class of 1958, presented his 1958 Chevrolet Impala convertible and received a blanket and license 

plate holder.  There were six Association membership renewals and an additional six new members joined at the picnic.  Mark your 

calendar for next year’s picnic! 

 

Sunday, August 21, 2011 
Blyth Park, Bothell 

11 am until 4 pm 

Picnic is held annually 

on the 3rd Sunday 

in August. 

  

2010 BHSAA All-Alumni Picnic 
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By Bev Niemeyer Schmer 
 Class of 1967 

 

 

When the first Bothell High School football team was formed in 1911,  the game was played in the dirt.  There was no turf, no 

scoreboard, no stands for the fans, and no uniforms. It must have been exciting for the football players in 1920 when the Bothell 

School Board tore out an orchard to create a practice field. One year later Harold ―Pop‖ Keeney became the high school football 

coach. 

 

Harold was born on May 18, 1900 to Mark and Belle Keeney as one of nine children, and passed away on October 18, 1962.  His  

rich family history included his wife Vina, step-son, Duane Heiny, daughter, Evelyn Haynes, sons, Harold Jr., George, and Frank 

(Bill), BHS 1946. He had three sisters, Anna Keeney Carlson, Phyllis Keeney Frease, 1924, Gladys Keeney Mohn, and four 

brothers, Mark, 1921, Earl, Leo, and Ray. 

 

After graduating in 1920, Pop coached but wasn’t qualified to teach, so he went to Bellingham Normal School to get his teaching 

credentials. He assisted in baseball there from 1925-1927, then coached in Anacortes the next three years. and then returned to 

Bothell, where he coached from 1930-1934. During this time, he was the football, basketball and baseball coach. He took his 

team to the Snoqualmie Valley Championship in football. Pop took his basketball team to the state tournament at Hec Edmund-

son pavilion in Seattle. He spent the year 1935 at Kennewick High School, then to Longview 1936-1940, Sumner and then back 

to Bothell in 1944. In 1952 the high school football field was dedicated to this great athletic coach- the same year Bothell be-

came one of the founding members of the Kingco Conference. 

 

After being christened Pop Keeney Field in 1952, not much changed until 1968 when the stadium was covered and the name 

changed to Pop Keeney Staduim.  In 1986, grass fields were replaced with artificial turf, it was rededicated in 1989 to commemo-

rate 70 years of community use.  In 2009, the 23 year old scoreboard was replaced with a new scoreboard, completely privately 

funded.  Now, in 2010, through community efforts, Pop Keeney Stadium has a new parking lot, new covered visitor grandstand, 

locker rooms, concession stands and all new turf. This was made possible by a Northshore School District voter approval for a 

$149 million bond sale and the sale of surrounding property to the city of Bothell. 

 

―Pop’s‖ descendents take special pride in the 

newly renovated ―Pop Keeney Stadium‖ struc-

ture.  Pictured above are his grandchildren, Al 

Haynes, 1963; Sue Haynes Jundt, 1970; and 

Bob Haynes, 1965.   

 

1921 Bothell High School Football 

Team 
 

Pictured at left, rear, left to right: Harold Nie-

meyer, 1922; Chester Wilson, 1924; Harold 

―Pop‖ Keeney, Lyman Stickney, 1923; Hoyt 

Thompson, 1924; Dunlap Edwards, 1922; John 

Murray Beardslee, and George Turner. 

Front row includes Freddy Clark, 1923; Fred 

(Leon) Hawley, 1924; Charles Nims, 1923; 

George Martin, 1922; Vernon Keener, 1924; 

Burnett Cameron, 1922, and Merlin ―Bus‖ 

Frease, 1924. 

From Dirt to “Pop Keeney Stadium” 



14 

UPCOMING REUNIONS: 
 

Class of 1961 50th Reunion: 
 

Friday, August 20, 2011:   Informal gathering  Maltby 

Saturday, August 21, 2011:  Banquet    Crystal Lake Lodge 

Sunday, August 22, 2011:   All-Alumni picnic 
Contact:       Visit www.bothellhigh61.com (plans are not finalized) 
 

Class of 1964 5th Annual Picnic: 
 

Friday, August 20, 2011:  Cliff & Kathy Bruzas Schroeder’s  Lake Sammamish 

Contact Vicki Metz:  vickimetz@comcast.net 

 

Class of 1976: 
 

Reunion in planning stage 

Contact Mauna Hathaway:  mauna001@hotmail.com or 206-992-2302     

 

Class of 1986: 
 

Reunion in planning stage 

Contact:    Wendi Jones    werjones@comcast.net 

 

Class of 1991: 
 

Planning by Reunions With Class      www.reunionswithclass.com 

  

 Teacher Search: 
 

If you have any contact information regarding Bothell High School teachers, please let us know, as we are trying to compile a 

contact database. Reunion committees often ask us to help find teachers they had in school. 

 

We also have someone specifically hoping to connect with Sam Eide, a teacher of US History in 1959-1961. E-mail any informa-

tion to:  grandmab6x@frontier.com or mail to PO Box 554, Bothell, WA 98041. 

REUNIONS * REUNIONS * REUNIONS * REUNIONS 
☺☻☺☻☺☻☺☻☺☻☺☻☺☻ 

Statistics for the Year 1910: 

 

The average life expectancy for men was 47 years.  

Fuel for a car was sold in drug stores only.   

Only 14 percent of the homes had a bathtub.  

Only 8 percent of the homes had a telephone.  

There were 8,000 cars & only 144 miles of paved roads.  

The maximum speed limit in most cities was ten mph.  

The tallest structure in the world was the Eiffel Tower.  

The average US wage in 1910 was 22 cents per hour.  

The average US worker made between $200. & $400./year.  

More than 95 percent of all births took place at HOME.  

Sugar cost four cents a pound.  

Eggs were fourteen cents a dozen.  

Coffee was fifteen cents a pound.  

The population of Las Vegas, Nevada was only 30.  

Marijuana, heroin, & morphine were all available over the 

 counter at the local corner drugstores.  

Back then pharmacists said, ―Heroin clears the complexion, 

 gives buoyancy to the mind, and regulates the 

 stomach  & bowels.‖  

Most women only washed their hair once a month, and 

 used Borax or egg yolks for shampoo.  

Two out of every ten adults couldn't read or write and  

 only six percent of Americans had graduated from 

 high school.  

mailto:grandmab6x@frontier.com
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The Association offers advertising in the newsletter to promote alumni businesses.  

Proceeds are used to publish the newsletter without dipping into the general fund.  If you 

would like to participate, send a business card with your name, address, e-mail address, 

class year, and maiden name, if applicable, plus $10.00 per issue.  Newsletters are 

distributed twice yearly to members and the most recent issue is handed out at 

Homecoming and the All-Alumni Picnic.  Please use the form below to reserve your adver-

tising spot. Be sure to complete bottom lower right section. 

 

ALUMNI BUSINESS DIRECTORY 
A WORD FROM OUR 

SPONSORS: 
 

Business / Graduate           Class Year 

 

Boardwalk Cottages 1962 

 Bill Turner  

 

Cool Hand Cook  1992 

 Wayne Price Jr.  

 

Kenmore Community 1956 

Club, Inc.   

 Annette Ross Eaton, Manager 

 

Re/Max Northwest  1963 

 Gerry Wheat Eagle 

Pass this application on to another BHS alumnus if you don’t need it.  Help spread the word so our association  will grow. We need more 

alumni to join and support the fine volunteer organization that is BHSAA.   

 

BOTHELL HIGH SCHOOL ALUMNI ASSOCIATION   

MEMBERSHIP REGISTRATION ____ OR RENEWAL ____  BUSINESS DIRECTORY____ (Check One)   
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Last Name  First Name Middle Initial  Maiden Name  Email Address 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Street Address                                           City                               State                           Z ip                          Area Code/Phone 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ *    $________________________ 
Your Class Year                                 Spouse’s  Name                                                         $ Enclosed for Membership  

 

* Membership Donations:  1 Year: $20.00  —  2 Years: $35.00  —  3 Years: $50.00  ($5.00 off for the electronic version) 

 

$_______________________     $_____________________        ____________________________         ___________________________ 

  Donation: Scholarship Fund         Donation:  In Memory Of:        Name (in memory of who)  Class Year (in memory of) 

  

      

Mail to:   Bothell High School Alumni Association  Attached is my business card for Newsletter Business Directory: 

              P.O. BOX 554      $________ for ___ issues  ($10.00 per newsletter issue) 

 Bothell, WA   98041-0554                 Type of Business: _____________________________________  

 

PICTURE 

 

YOUR BUSINESS CARD 

 

ADVERTISEMENT HERE 

 

FILL OUT THE FORM BELOW 

 

Remember to renew your 

membership in 2011! 



BHSAA VISION STATEMENT: 
 

The vision of the Bothell High School Alumni Association is to preserve and promote the history of Bothell High School and 

support continuing education of students and alumni.   ▪ Since 1994. 

Remember  
To Renew 

In 

2011 
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