
By Chuck Kaysner 
Class of 1963 

 
The annual picnic actually turned out great, despite the downpour that 
Sunday morning. While we unloaded and set up for the event, we 
remained in the large covered area at Blyth Park and hoped for the best.  
 
Sure enough, in the late morning, the rain “almost” stopped. Even though 
damp, the die-hard Alumni began to show up (all Cougars like a party!). 
We had over 160 sign in, which wasn’t that many less than last year’s 
picnic. Thanks to all who came out, braving the weather, for another 
successful August Sunday. 
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The Blue Train Rolls On:  
 
The Bothell football team has continued where they left off 
last year. As of October sixth, the team was 6-0,  ranking #1 
in State, 4A in the AP poll, and #2 in the Seattle Times poll. 
Bothell High School rained on #8 Woodinville’s homecom-
ing that Friday night with a solid defensive performance, 
winning 16-0. They still have a tough game ahead with #3 
ranked Eastlake on the road, which should determine the 
league champion. Also ahead is the annual Spaghetti Bowl 
against rival Inglemoor.  
 

Better than the Mariners:  
 
Not to be outdone by the football team, the Bothell High’s 
varsity baseball team ended up as #4 in the State after play 
in a semi-final game held at Safeco Field last spring. 
Coached by Paul Moody, the Cougars had great pitching, 
splendid defense, and impressive offensive power all spring. 
They finished with a 20-7 record and had been ranked in the 
top ten most of the season.  
 
Although it was a senior-laden team, several great players 
returned this spring. In June, Cody Atkinson was selected as 
a Seattle Times “Sports Star of the Year,” one of four young 
men and four young women honored. He was a two-year 
captain of the baseball team, All-Kingco shortstop, and an 
All-Kingco quarterback of the 2nd in State BHS Cougars. 
Cody was also a finalist among applicants for the annual  
BHSAA scholarship. He will be attending Occidental Col-
lege in Los Angeles, playing football and baseball, and 
wants to be a history teacher and football coach. We wish 
him the best. 
 

Did you hear?  
 
On a sad note, you may have heard that Northshore School 
District superintendent, Dr. Karen Forys passed away in 
September from non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma. She had been 
diagnosed with the disease two years previous, but contin-
ued her valiant effort to better the education of children. Dr. 
Forys was Northshore School District’s superintendent for 
thirteen years and had many years experience in education 
prior to coming to our district. She earned the respect of 
many in the community, as well as those in the education 
field. She was selected as the “State Superintendent of the 
Year” in 1999 and ended up as one of four finalists for the 
national honor. She was even on the job taking care of our 
children two weeks prior to her passing. Although I had only 
briefly spoken with her at Northshore Scholarship Founda-
tion functions, I was impressed with her dedication. When I 
recently read in the announcement that she and her husband 
never had children of their own, my admiration of this fine 
woman tremendously increased. She will be a very hard 
person to replace. 

(Continued on page 4) 

A WORD FROM THE PREZ 
 

By Chuck Kaysner 
Class of 1963 

 
The year 2007 closes on us, but I feel good because I made it 
through another one! 
 
Quite a few things happened this year I want to share. We are 
now holding our monthly meetings at the Lyon’s Den Coffee 
Shop on Beardsley Blvd in Bothell across from the post office. 
Please join us. 
 
First, I want to thank the Association board and committee 
members for another good year and appreciate the hard work 
and dedication they have given to BHSAA. We accomplished 
quite a bit, but there are still some other activities we would 
like to pursue and could use help with. If any alumni can con-
tribute, please contact us via bothellhighalumni@msn.com. 
Association elections are held this January - if anyone is inter-
ested in becoming a member of the Board of Directors, please 
contact us.  We welcome the help. 
 
 

Homecoming:  
 
The Cougars trounced Franklin 41-0 at the Homecoming game 
on September 28th ! 
 
 Karin Bagnall Poage, Class of 1974, our Homecoming Chair-
person, organized the alumni booth again this year and sup-
plied goodies to alumni who stopped by. Other volunteers at 
the booth included Susan Gollofon Meyers, Class of 1971, 
Sandie Gollofon, Class of 1974, and Elizabeth Jung 
Brumfield, Class of 1998. The Association thanks all of them 
for greeting the large crowd that attended the game. 
 
Additional thanks go to Mike Dale, Class of 1975, Pop Keeney 
Stadium Manager, for always directing his crew to set up a 
canopy, supply power, and help transport goodies into the 
field. I’m not sure that is his correct title, but Modest Mike 
won’t divulge. He mentioned that he may retire soon and we 
will sure miss his smiling face around Pop Keeney field. 
 
During homecoming week, Bothell Football Boosters organ-
ized the first annual football alumni barbeque on the Thursday 
before the game. A number of alumni were contacted and sub-
sequently attended. Bud Ericksen, Class of 1934, was elected 
honorary captain for the game and Coach/Captain was Dee 
Hawkes, past Bothell High School head coach and Queen Anne 
outstanding athlete. The Boosters plan to host an annual event  
open to any alumni who played football at BHS. Troy Westen-
dorf, Class of 1984, can be contacted (206-295-2866) for fur-
ther information. If you are or know of an alumnus ball player, 
please contact the Boosters. 
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New Bothell High School:  
 
If you haven’t been to the high school lately, Phase III of reconstruction is well underway. Phase I was completed in 2000 and 
included the gym, locker rooms, weight room, and aerobic room.  Phase II was completed in 2005 and included a math and sci-
ence building with seventeen classrooms, the Performing Arts building, a music room, band and choir practice room, health 
room, and backstage area.  Phase III is scheduled for completion before school begins in September 2008.  This will include a 
cafeteria, kitchen, culinary arts room, ASB area, administrative offices, art rooms, library, nurse’s office, faculty lounge, two 
home and family rooms, a foods lab, two  business classrooms, DECA room, student store, English and Social Studies rooms, 
publishing room, books room for storage, and eight learning center rooms for special education. 
 
This summer I watched  crews demolish some of the classrooms that date back to 1952. Materials piled up for either disposal or 
recycle. I think I saw my old locker that was near the cafeteria; it  is probably a fender in a new car by now. I spoke to Al 
Haynes, Class of 1963, retired Bothell High School principal and liaison for Northshore School District capital improvements 
and construction. He told me if I came up after hours, I could salvage some bricks from the large pile. I snuck in through a fence 
one evening in July and carried out ten bricks (that’s all I could carry to the truck). I have given them all away and wish I had 
gotten more. Mine was relegated to a door stop for the laundry room since my wife graduated from R.A. Long in Longview. The 
high school is rather crowded now, with a number of portables occupying most open space while construction proceeds. Unfortu-
nately, the annual Career Day during homecoming week was canceled this year due to lack of space. 
 

Remarkable Alumni: 
 
A Dedicated Alumnus is Stepping Down: 
 
 I read an article in the June 27th Bothell Reporter that made me feel sad, but also happy. I thank reporter Joshua Adam Hicks for 
the information. Northshore School Board president, BZ (Sundstrom) Davis, Class of 1974, has decided not to seek re-election in 
November. I am sad that she is stepping down after sixteen years on the board contributing tremendous dedication to better the 
educational process. However, I am happy for her that she is going to have some time for herself. This isn’t really retirement; she 
still works at Ostrom Drugs and will continue to stay active with the school district. 
 
BZ has graciously been chairperson of the Alumni Association Scholarship Committee for twelve years, processing and screening 
applications, forming the review committee, scheduling interviews with finalists, and providing notifications to candidates and 
the scholarship foundation. She is also involved with other school district scholarships. During her tenure on Northshore’s board, 
she was instrumental in making the district one of the highest achieving in the state. She received many accolades for her service 
during those years and particularly from Superintendent Dr. Karen Forys.  BZ helped guide the district through the opening of 
six schools, implementation of the WASL, standardized education, dual language, and international baccalaureate programs, 
making controversial boundary changes, and dealing with “dreaded” budget cuts. It certainly takes a special person to persevere 
that long. She will be missed and the community thanks her for her service. 
 
Pulitzer Prize:  
 
Dave Anderson, Class of 1982, was the editor of the BHS newspaper, The Catamount, in his senior year and was on the staff all 
three years during high school. His career in journalism paid off this year in being awarded a Pulitzer Prize for 2007 for his (and 
colleagues) reporting of “breaking news” in the Portland Oregonian. Dave’s wife, Patty Dost, Class of 1983, passed the informa-
tion on to those up north. (Information received from John B. Hughes, Bothell Reporter). 
 
Professional Honor:  
 
Sid Nelson, Class of 1963, Dean of the School of Pharmacy at the University of Washington since 1995, was named 
“Outstanding Dean of the Year” in March by the American Pharmacies Association - Academy of Student Pharmacists. He was 
selected from nearly 100 nominated candidates for his contributions to the organization and pharmacy profession. The academy 
stated “he is a Dean who knows each student by name”.  Congratulations, classmate! 

(Continued from page 3) 
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Submitted By Jan Vodder Cox 
Class of 1958 

(Author Unknown) 
 
Every ten years, as summertime nears,  
An announcement arrives in the mail,  
A reunion is planned; it'll be really grand;  
Make plans to attend without fail.  
 
I'll never forget the first time we met;  
We tried so hard to impress.  
We drove fancy cars, smoked big cigars,  
And wore our most elegant dress.  
 
It was quite an affair; the whole class was there.  
It was held at a fancy hotel.  
We wined, and we dined, and we acted refined,  
And everyone thought it was swell.  
 
The men all conversed about who had been first  
To achieve great fortune and fame.  
Meanwhile, their spouses described their fine houses  
And how beautiful their children became.  
 
The homecoming queen, who once had been lean,  
Now weighed in at one-ninety-six.  
The jocks who were there had all lost their hair,  
And the cheerleaders could no longer do kicks.  
 
No one had heard about the class nerd  
Who'd guided a spacecraft to the moon;  
Or poor little Jane, who's always been plain;  
She married a shipping tycoon.  
 
The boy we'd decreed "most apt to succeed"  
Was serving ten years in the pen,  
While the one voted "least" now was a priest;  
Just shows you can be wrong now and then.  
 
They awarded a prize to one of the guys  
Who seemed to have aged the least.  
Another was given to the grad who had driven  
The farthest to attend the feast.  
 
They took a class picture, a curious mixture  
Of beehives, crew cuts and wide ties.  
Tall, short, or skinny, the style was the mini;  
You never saw so many thighs.  
 
At our next get-together, no one cared whether  
They impressed their classmates or not.  
The mood was informal, a whole lot more normal;  
By this time we'd all gone to pot.  
 
It was held out-of-doors, at the lake shores;  

We ate hamburgers, coleslaw, and beans.  
Then most of us lay around in the shade,  
In our comfortable T-shirts and jeans.  
 
By the fortieth year, it was abundantly clear,  
We were definitely over the hill.  
Those who weren't dead had to crawl out of bed,  
And be home in time for their pill.  
 
And now I can't wait as they've set the date;  
Our sixtieth is coming, I'm told.  
It should be a ball, they've rented a hall  
At the Shady Rest Home for the old.  
 
Repairs have been made on my old hearing aid;  
My pacemaker's been turned up on high.  
My wheelchair is oiled, and my teeth have been boiled;  
And I've bought a new wig and glass eye.  
 
I'm feeling quite hearty; I'm ready to party,  
I'll dance until dawn's early light.  
It'll be lots of fun; and I hope at least one  
Other person can make it that night.  
 

 
By Karen (Stickley) Ellis 

Class of 1957 
 

That was the impression of Bothell High School’s 1957 
alumni.  How could it already be fifty years since graduation?    
The years have disappeared so quickly.  It’s hard to believe 
that it was fifty years ago that we, 167 eager seniors, donned 
our caps and gowns and walked into the future. 
 
To celebrate this auspicious milestone, many of the 1957 
Bothell High School graduates joined together in July for a 
long weekend of fun, laughter, and memories.  We had 
alumni join us from the southern state of Texas to the north-
ern state of Alaska, as well as points in between.  Many were 
even from Woodinville and Bothell.  Some of us still enjoy 
the home town atmosphere of a smaller community.   
 
The festivities began with a golf tournament held on Thurs-
day, July 26, 2007 at the Legion Golf Course in Everett.  
There were five foursomes with sixteen men and four women 
participating.  This annual event is coordinated by Bob Olson 
and classmates look forward to it every year.  The winners 
have their names inscribed on the perpetual trophy, which is 
now dedicated to the memory of Buck Draughn, who started 
the annual contest. 
 

(Continued on page 7) 

REUNIONS * REUNIONS * REUNIONS * REUNIONS 
☺☻☺☻☺☻☺☻☺☻☺☻☺☻ 

50 YEARS…..IMPOSSIBLE! 
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Friday, July 27th brought many alumni to the Woodinville home of  
Roger and  Bobbie Rettig.  This was a fun time with lots of food and 
laughs to enjoy, as well as people to meet again.  Amazing how the years 
disappear and the stories begin. 

Saturday was the big event; a dinner cruise aboard the Virginia V.  The 
cruise was well-attended with over 100 people joining together.  This 
activity was a re-creation of the cruise our class went on the night we 
graduated.  It is indicative of our age that most did not remember that 
long ago cruise!  Dinner was catered by a well-known Seattle seafood 
restaurant, the weather was perfect, and everyone had a great time.  
Needless to say, all will remember our fun evening.   
 
As a final farewell to our fifty-year celebration, many alumni gathered 
on Sunday at the home of Phyllis (Nelson) Draughn for a picnic.  This 
picnic has also become an annual affair, a yearly event that all eagerly 
anticipate.  We had a great turn-out even though it sprinkled a bit in the 
morning.  Fifty years of memories, laughter, and reminiscences. 
 
All in all, it was a fun, relaxing, special weekend and we all look for-
ward to more celebrations and gatherings of the Bothell High School 
Class of 1957. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
By Bev Niemeyer Schmer 

Class of 1967 
 
The classes of 1958, 1963, 1968, 1978, and 1998 are planning reunions 
next year. If you wish to be involved, please contact us with your name 
and class year. If you have heard that a reunion is planned for your class  
that is not included among these, please contact Bev at 425-488-8260 or 
e-mail the association at BHSAlumniAssociation05@msn.com. 
 
The following is preliminary information on next year’s reunions and 
contact information: 

(Continued from page 6) 
 

Class of 1956 Alumni aboard the Virginia V at their 50th Class Reunion 

Class of 1958: Reunion planned around the 
 BHS All-Alumni picnic, August 17, 2008 
 Contacts:  
 Ellis Vonheeder flybear41@yahoo.com or 
 Jan Vodder Cox: 425-486-6731 
 
Class of 1963: August or September, 2008 
  Casual event 
 Contacts:   
 Sharon Hildebrandt: 425-828-6128 or
 Chuck Kaysner: chuck.kaysner@verizon.net 

 
Class of 1968: Reunion planned around the 
 BHS All-Alumni picnic, August 17, 2008 
 Contact:   Dolly Grater Pingrey: 
 dpingrey2@hotmail.com or 425-485-8838 
 
Class of 1978: October 10 & 11, 2008 
 Contacts: Tonya Siefert Christoffersen: 
   bhs78reunion@hotmail.com or 
   Bernadette: 206-200-1853 
 
Class of 1998: Undecided date, location 
 Contacts: Dylan Mason: 206-313-3745 
   or dylan_mason@yahoo.com 
   Alisa: amfox12@hotmail.com 
 

 
By Carole Wikel Johnson 

Class of 1967 
 

Bothell High’s Class of 1967 had a busy reunion 
weekend in August with events planned for Fri-
day, Saturday, and Sunday.   
 
Many alumni began the weekend by attending an 
informal get-together with Inglemoor’s Class of 
1967 at Mia Roma restaurant in Kenmore with 
food, drinks, and conversation. 
 
The main event was a catered buffet on Saturday 
evening at Red Hook Brewery in Woodinville .  
Attendance was good and the food was even bet-
ter.  We wore name tags so we could recognize 
classmates after all the years that had passed.   
 
There was a little dancing, but not as much as at 
our twenty-year reunion.  Classmate Gordy John-
son’s sister, Colleen Johnson Antonowitsch, 
BHS Class of 1959, provided background music 
with a program on her computer and speakers 
Gordy brought from home.  We heard a lot of 
nostalgic songs from days gone by. Gordy also 

(Continued on page 8) 

REUNION PLANNING 
 2008 

1967 to 2007 
40-Year Celebration  
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volunteered to take a lot of “unprofessional” photographs, which turned out quite good.  Photos were posted on the web after the 
reunion to share with alumni and some are included below.  Everyone enjoyed themselves. 
 
The BHS All-Alumni picnic was held on Sunday, and even though it was part of our weekend reunion festivities, the turnout from 
Class of 1967 was slim.  It was probably due to the pouring down rain.  Then again, it could be they were all tired from Friday and 
Saturday.  We’re not getting any younger! 

 
 
 
 

(Continued from page 7) 
 

L to R: Bev Niemeyer Schmer & 
Carole Wikel Johnson 

(Alumni Association Membership 
Chair & Cougar Tracks Editor) 

L to R: Gordy Johnson, Les Hyatt, 
Keith Kastler, & Ron Minter 

Dancing L to R: Robin 
Hasbrouck, Bob & Jill 

Edwards Bowman 

Dancing L to R: Camille 
Rohani (BHS 1968) & 

Tom Albright 

L to R: Jill Edwards Bow-
man, husband Bob, & 

Shawn Foster Roth 

 
By Bev Niemeyer Schmer 

Class of 1967 
 

Not everyone is able to attend their reunion, but you hope they will at least connect with the planning committee. Classmate 
Harlan Moyer was unable to attend our 40th Reunion, but it was occasion for communication.  During our conversation, I be-
came intrigued by yet more Bothell history. I knew Harlan’s father, Clare Moyer, Class of 1935, deceased, was a Bothell High 
School graduate, but not much more about the history of their family. I asked Harlan to share with me. 
 
Around 1913, his grandfather’s family moved from Missouri to Bothell. His grandmother, Grace Hogan Moyer, had come from 
Ontario, Canada.  Harlan’s “Grandpa and Grandma Moyer” lived on 186th and 101st in Bothell. Robert (grandpa) established  a 
business on Bothell Way in the area where the Bothell Landing is today. At one point Clare, Harlan’s father, owned a pool hall in 
the same location.  
 
Clare Moyer, an only child was born in 1917. He attended Northshore schools and graduated in 1935 from Bothell High School. 
Clare married Mary Ann McSperitt. Their second generation of BHS graduates include Bob, Class of 1965, Harlan, Class of 
1967,  and Mary, Class of 1969.  
 
Clare and his father, Robert, built a house on Ross Road where Harlan and his siblings grew up.  Harlan now resides in Los An-
geles, California, his brother, Bob, lives in Canada, and Mary is still in Bothell. Her children have become the third generation 
from this family to graduate from Bothell High School. Her son, Max, and daughter, Michelle, both married BHS alumni and 
son, Marc, is attending school at Gonzaga. Thanks for sharing, Harlan .   
 
I would love to hear from other pioneer families. Please email bhsalumniassociation05@msn.com or write about your family’s 
history in Bothell and mail to our PO Box 298, Bothell, WA 98041. 

Bothell Pioneer Families 

L to R: Jim Jackson & wife, 
Leanna L to R: Janice Carlson 

Calkins & husband, John 
L to R: Cathy Seeley Grindle 

& husband, Bob 

L to R: Barb Whissenand 
Smith & husband, Galen 
Smith, both 1967 grads 

L to R: Rick Stewart & 
Gail Brown Stewart 

L to R: Kathy Delvecchio 
Hamilton & husband, R. T.  

L to R: Darlene Thatcher Devlet 
& husband, Stuart (Jim) 

mailto:bhsalumniassociation05@msn.com�
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By Dave Jones 
Class of 1950 

 
The other day I drove into my friendly Chevron service station and a tank of gas cost me $35.00!  (Chevron Stations were known 
years ago as Standard Stations, Inc.; they emphasized “clean restrooms.”  I know, because I used to keep them clean at the sta-
tion at the intersection of Everett/Woodinville/Main/and Seattle.) I told the non-service Chevron station clerk, “I used to buy cars 
for $35.00 that ran great.”  The clerk shrugged his shoulders and gestured – “tell some one who cares!” 
 
In high school, the last time I rode the school bus that Oscar Helseth drove was when I turned sixteen years old, in 1947.  After 
that, to the best of my recollection, I bought or traded some twenty-three different autos, including a 1931 Model “A” from 
Chuck Gaylord (who had Bill Clark customize it), a 1922 Jewett , 1927 Oakland, 1931 Huppmobile, 1936 Ford convertible, 1927 
Model “T”, and 1927 Buick.  The list goes on. Now I wish I had anyone of those back.   
 
I remember buying Freddy Harper’s 1935 Ford two-door Sedan with plywood back windows covered with graffiti. We didn’t 
have the money to buy glass windows – plus, the board windows gave a most desirable feeling of privacy!  That car had one of 
the loudest, best sounding duals of any car at school.  I blew the engine shifting down, driving out of Kirkland northbound, down 
that long hill just short of Juanita. (Merry Schirmer, class of 1951, was with me.)  Some guy at Maltby traded me a really neat 
1931 Model “A” for the ’35 – as is! 
 
There are so many stories all the boys of those four years could write about – it could fill a very large book. 
 
We all hated Marshall Paris because his was one of the only insurance companies that wrote the “needless” expense of a whop-
ping $47.00 for 5/10/and 5 for six months.  (Nobody bought towing, glass, fire and theft then; just the minimum basic liability.)  
I worked at a cabinet shop to pay for gas, used oil, and insurance. 
 
Phil Scheer (Class of 1949) had a beautiful 1930 DeSoto sedan with a straight six-cylinder engine. He crossed spark plug wires 
on #3 and #4 plugs and with the “Smitty” muffler it, too, had a great sound.  On a down shift it would “bark” like no other car at 
school. 
 
Then there was Fred English driving his dad’s new Nash (“Nash-can” as we called Nash autos) around town.  That model car 
was designed like an upside down bath tub and that’s what America called it – “the bath-tub!” 
 
We all eventually graduated and moved on with our lives.  
Freddy Harper joined the Air Force and was stationed at Fair-
child Air Force Base in Spokane.  I bought a home in Ballard.  
About two or three times a year Freddy drove over to visit his 
family at Woodinville and he and I would get together at my 
place for dinner and a few “cold ones.”  As the evening(s) 
progressed into the wee hours, we would get out the car ads in 
the Seattle Times or Post Intelligencer and start calling people 
running the ads.  (I’m talking about prank calls!) We had a 
barrel of fun doing this and we did this often.  That is, until 
the “cold ones” ran out. 
 
As Edith and Archie used to say, “Those were the 
days.”  (make that nights) 

 Editor’s Note: 
 

If you’re interested in keeping up on current events in your  
hometown or the high school, visit the following  sites: 
 

• City of Bothell:  www.ci.bothell.wa.us 
 
• High School:  www.nsd.org 
  (From Northshore district site, click “high 
schools,” then “Bothell”; can visit alumni association site by 
clicking “alumni” from high school page) 
 
• City of Woodinville:  www.ci.woodinville.wa.us 
 
• City of Kenmore:  www.cityofkenmore.com 
 
• Kenmore Heritage: www.scn.org/civic/KenmoreHeritage  
 
• Bothell Historical Museum:

 wwww.bothellmuseum.homestead.com/home.html 
   
• Woodinville Heritage Society: suzibelle@atti.net  (e-mail) 
   

“GASSED” 
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By Sherrill Grady Baker 
Class of 1952 

 
Gordon Tibetts, Class of 1952, is better known as “Gordy” and sometimes known as “Santa.” 
He attended Lake Forest Park grade school, which went through eighth grade.  Afterward, he 
had the choice of attending Bothell or Roosevelt and chose Bothell.  “I wanted to attend a 
smaller school,” he said. 
 
Gordy drove to school with Howard Beckstrom in his “Terrapain,” a Hudson Terraplane.  

Whenever it broke down, they hitchhiked.  Gordy traveled with the general public or rode 
the Bothell bus and sometimes caught rides with Eddy Elliot on his motorcycle.  By 1951, 
he drove himself around in his 1936 Chevrolet. 
 
In high school, Gordy was Baseball Assistant Manager during his junior year and became 
the Manager his senior year.  He was also involved in stage crew, as well as performing in 

the Senior play.  “I loved my high school,” he said.  He especially remembers favorite teachers; namely, Mr. Siverson, Mr. Bond, 
Mr. Green, and Miss Stickney.  He also fondly recalls the principal, Mr. Hilby, and custodian, Twin Benson. 
 
Gordy says, “I began working for my Dad in the family plumbing business (Lake City Plumbing) before I graduated, took it over 
in 1968 and managed it through 1999.  One of my sons is now running it.  I also worked for Ryther Child Center in 1953 for six 
months as custodian for a man who had an auto accident.  I was in the navy reserve from 1952 through 1956.  I went on active 
duty December 7, 1956 to submarine SSK Bluegill until October 10, 1958 and served in Hawaii and Westpac.” 
 
Gordon married Carol Dowdy, a friend of his sister, in 1959.  They had five children.  The oldest is Carrie, age 48, followed by 
Steve, 43, twins Matt and Mitch, 40, and Amy, 35.  Currently, Gordy’s hobbies include hunting, fishing, crabbing, hiking, gar-
dening, and traveling in their motor home.   
 
Gordy also enjoyed playing Santa Claus at both private parties and the Elk’s Club.  Later, he tells us “I was approached by a man 
on the street named Jason Viydo who worked for Arthur and Associates, a sixty year old business agency that manages Santa 
Clauses in Washington.  He asked me if I had ever worked as Santa.”  Gordy told him about his Santa experiences at parties and 
the Elk’s.  Gordy continued, “I joined their team in 1999 and worked the first year at the Bon Marche in Lynnwood where I 
brought my own candy canes at first.  In 2000, I transferred to the Bon-Marche in Seattle, (now Macy’s) where I’m still working.  
The job begins the day after Thanksgiving and ends at 6:00 pm on Christmas Eve.  I work the night shift from five to ten pm.  I 
also work as Santa the first Sunday in December for the Whidbey Island Park Department on S. Whidbey Island and additionally 
do some private parties and an occasional nursing home.” In 2004, Gordy did a Christmas season advertisement for the down-
town Seattle stores on Channels five and six.  When asked what he likes most about playing Santa, he says “I enjoy the people 
and the look on the children’s faces.  It’s given me an appreciation for humankind.”  His family also approves of his job as Santa.  
He’s been visited by nieces and nephews in the family during the season. 
 
The Santa job comes with funny and unusual incidents.  Once when a grandmother sat on his lap and he asked her what she 
wanted for Christmas, she pointed her finger at him and replied, “You!”  Another time, he aided in a pre-arranged marriage pro-
posal.  Gordy was given the ring in advance, hidden inside a candy cane box. When the lady sat on Santa’s lap, her fiancé 
kneeled beside them and proposed as Santa unveiled the ring.  A photographer took a picture of the event. Once, he had three 
little girls on his lap and asked the usual question of what they wanted for Christmas.  The first two girls had the typical answers 
but the third child left him speechless when she answered “For my mother to get out of jail.”  At closing time one evening, two 
ladies requested a topless picture with Santa and invited both Gordy and the photographer out for a night on the town.  Their 
requests were both denied. One time, a physically challenged child even tried to bite him.  There is never a dull moment! 
 
Other interesting “Santa Facts” include: 
 

• An orientation is held for all Santas in November where they are given their work detail, uniforms, and a booklet cover-
ing such subjects as personal hygiene, being positive, and proper conduct.  Each year they must sign up with the State 
Patrol to be checked out. 

(Continued on page 11) 

JOLLY ‘OLE SAINT NICK 
Gordon Tibbetts, Class of 1952 

December 2006 at Seattle Macy’s 
Left to right: Sherrill Grady Baker, 
Gordy Tibbetts, & Barbara Baylor 

Bosley, all 1952 alumni 
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• The company will supply uniforms, but Gordy uses two of his own. 
• Santa’s in Seattle are required to have real beards.  Other areas allow fake whiskers.  Gordy encourages children to pull 

his beard so they know it’s real. 
 
• Pictures can be taken with live animals, but only if they stand beside Santa. 
 
• He has been visited by children of celebrities such as Brent Barry of the Sonics. 
 
• A lot of children bring him candy, cookies, and even money, which he donates to the Elves'  Club. 
 
• Some parents who visited him as children themselves bring their children to see him. 
 
• He has never had anyone wet their pants while sitting on his lap. 
 
• Some adult groups and whole families from grandparents down come in to have holiday photos taken with him. 
 
• His visitors range in age from small children to great grandmothers and about ¼ are adults. 
 
• Gordy has no immediate plans to retire from the role of Santa Claus. 

(Continued from page 10) 
 

What’s New In 
Your  

Hometown? 
 

By Bev Niemeyer Schmer 
Class of 1967 

 
 

You Can Make A Difference! 
 
 
If we choose, we can influence Bothell City Council’s de-
cisions, but we must let our voices be heard. Since Bothell 
High alumni are a large part of the city’s history, we urge 
you to consider how you want to see Bothell ten to twenty 
years from now. Do we want our history to vanish? The 
City Council is looking at two major projects.  One is the 
downtown renovation which includes taking over a large 
area by the Bothell Landing. Another under consideration  
involves conversion of the downtown Northshore School 
District property to a mixed-use development, which would 
require demolition of the Anderson School. It was sug-
gested that City Hall move to the Anderson Building; good 
sound advice and a relief to hard working taxpayers, as 
well.  As we all know, though, many feel a necessity to 
pursue “bigger and better” in order to demonstrate power-
hope this isn’t true of Bothell’s City Council and City 
Manager. 
 

COMMUNITY CORNER (The above was paraphrased from the Bothell Historical Mu-
seum’s newsletter with permission of president, Sue Kienest.) 
 

Save the Park! 
 
 
The City of Bothell has plans to re-align SR 522 through the 
Bothell Landing shopping mall. This road will be a major state 
highway and will divert traffic from Main Street. The historic 
community has some grave reservations about what the city 
staff is proposing next.  
 
They have plans for a large structure that is overwhelmingly out 
of scale to the historic buildings in the park and encroaches on 
the buildings themselves. In proposed plans the park actually 
becomes a part of the city hall complex. Parking would be 
shared with city employees, conference goers and the commu-
nity wanting to use the park.  
 
If you would like to “Save Our Park,” please call, e-mail or 
write city council members or contact Bob Stowe, City Man-
ager.   
 
Bothell City Hall : 18305 103rd St. NE Bothell, WA 98011   
 
City council members e-mail addresses: 
andrea.perry@ci.bothell.wa.us 
joshua.freed@ci.bothell.wa.us 
mark.lamb@ci.bothell.wa.us 
del.spivey@ci.bothell.wa.us 
sandy.guinn@ci.bothell.wa.us 
patrick.ewing@ci.bothell.wa.us 
 
You may also call Sue Kienest at 425-488-8408 for more infor-
mation.  

mailto:Andrea.perry@ci.bothell.wa.us�
mailto:Joshua.freed@ci.bothell.wa.us�
mailto:mark.lamb@ci.bothell.wa.us�
mailto:del.spivey@ci.bothell.wa.us�
mailto:sandy.guinn@ci.bothell.wa.us�
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BHSAA TREASURER’S REPORT 
2005 - 2006 

 
By Barbara Dines, Treasurer  

Class of 1947 
 
 

 
BALANCE IN CHECKING ACCOUNT AS OF 12/31/2005    $1,564.66 
 
  Income 
   Ads     40.00 
   Donations   701.00 
   Miscellaneous       9.40 
   Interest Inc       1.42 
   Membership             3,310.00 
   Transfer from savings            5,655.00 
  Total Income       $9,716.82 
 
  Expense 
   Events               1,075.82 
   Miscellaneous     16.00 
   Newsletter    679.76 
   Office Supplies    106.37 
   Postage     307.49 
   Scholarship              5,655.00 
   Storage     952.00 
   Taxes & License      20.00 
   Transfer to Savings              2,065.00 
  Total Expense                              $10,877.44 
    
BALANCE  IN CHECKING ACCOUNT AS OF 12/31/2006                $    404.04 
BALANCE IN SAVINGS ACCOUNT AS OF 12/31/2005    $ 6,472.80 
  Income 
   Transfer from checking  2,065.00 
   Interest         22.99 
   Deposit       267.19 
  Total Income          2,355.18 
   Transfer to checking  5,655.00  
          _________ 

 
BALANCE IN INVESTMENT ACCOUNT AS OF 12/31/2005   $ 8,180.84 
   Interest         86.35 
   Transfer to savings     267.19 
   Transfer to CD’s   8,000.00 

 
BALANCE IN CD’S AS OF 12/31/2005      $           .00 
   Deposit    8,000.00 
   Interest       128.48 
BALANCE IN CD’S AS OF 12/31/2006      $  8,128.48 
 
 

BALANCE IN INVESTMENT ACCOUNT AS OF 12/31/2006   $          .00 

BALANCE IN SAVINGS ACCOUNT AS OF 12/31/2006    $ 3,172.98 
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MEMBERSHIP COUNT DOWN 
How High Can We Go? 

 
BHS Alumni Association Membership Report: 

178 lifetime members 
176 active members 
354 total members 

 
IN MEMORY OF… 

 
The following graduates have made donations in memory of a 
deceased alumnus, friend , and/or loved one: 
 
Janet Fruchel, Class of 1963: 
 In memory of Norma Frazell Plumb, Class of 1960 
Robbie Wheat Taipale, Class of 1953: 
 In memory of Celia Waugh, Class of 1956 
Marilyn Akita, Class of 1942: 
 In memory of LCDR. Tosika Motomatsu, US Navy 
 Retired, Class of 1940. 
 

DONATIONS 
 

If you wish to make a donation “in memory of” someone spe-
cial, please include this information with your remittance, and 
we will publish your gift of remembrance. (The membership 
form at the back of this newsletter has options for donations.)   
 
Thank you to the following alumni for their donations: 
 
Dennis Shogren Class of 1974 
Ed Zanassi Class of 1935 
Bob Peterson Class of 1963 
 
 MEMORIAL GIFTS 

 
A Bothell High scholarship is another way to honor a friend or 
loved one who has departed.  The scholarship fund is a great 
way for a friend or fellow classmate to express their love or 
friendship.  Show your appreciation or sympathy during times 
of sorrow or note the anniversary of someone’s passing.  
When a memorial is received, an acknowledgement is sent 
recognizing your contribution to the BHSAA Scholarship 
Fund.  The amount of your gift is not disclosed. 

NOTICES 

• The Association always wants old newspaper clippings, 
annuals, programs, and other BHS keepsakes and memo-
rabilia.  If you can contribute anything, notify Bev at 425-
488-8260—e-mail: BHSAlumniAssociation05@msn.com. 

 
• ANNOUNCEMENTS for reunions, alumni meetings, and 

other notices: Please let us know which local newspapers 
you would like us to place them in, other than the Times 
and PI, which are too costly for our budget. 

 
• DIDN’T RECEIVE YOUR NEWSLETTER? Inform the 

Association right away.  Mark your calendar for July and 
December, when they are distributed.   

 
• ADDRESS CHANGES:  Notify us of any changes before 

we mail our newsletters, as the cost increases substantially 
with subsequent mailings. 

 
ASSOCIATION MEETINGS: 
 
Meetings are now held at The Lyon’s Den, 10415 Beardslee 
Blvd., Bothell (425-398-9792).  The location is across from 
the Bothell Post Office.  Contact  Bev Niemeyer Schmer for  
directions or information at 425-488-8260 or e-mail 
BHSAlumniAssociation05@msn.com.   
 
Notes: 
 
• Board Meetings are at 9:00 am, lasting not more than 1 

hour before the regular meeting begins.  All may attend 
board meetings but only board members and officers can  
vote.  New faces are encouraged.   

 
• The new meeting location will allow attendees to order 

food and enable us to mix business with pleasure.  We 
hope this will encourage more to join in.   

 

 
BHSAA Meeting Dates for 2007:  

 
Meetings are held the second Saturday of each month: 

 
November 10, 2007   March 8, 2008 
December 8, 2007    April 12, 2008 
January 12, 2008 (elections)  May 10, 2008 
February 9, 2008   June 9, 2008 
 
Board meeting begins at 9am * General meeting follows at 10 am 

 
Attend either or both 

 
All Alumni Picnic: Sunday, August 17, 2008 
   Blyth Park, Bothell 
   11 am until 4 pm 
   Bring a picnic lunch, beverage, &  
   utensils for your party 
 
The picnic is an annual gathering and all BHS graduating 
classes are welcome.  Spread the word and mark your calen-
dars for next year’s event. 
 

 

MEMBERSHIP 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
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Class of 1931 Lola Belle Lightfoot Windbrenner 
Class of 1932 Ellsworth Lytle 
Class of 1934 Frances DeYoung Gasslander 
Class of 1936 June Lyon 
Class of 1937 Robert Goldsworthy 
  Mary Rodgers 
Class of 1939 Ardella Lee Stewart 
Class of 1940 Toshiko Motomatsu (US Navy) 
Class of 1941 Arlene Johnson Mortensen 
Class of 1942 Ted Merkley 
Class of 1944 Caroline Ogburn Hutchison 
  Howard Weisz 
Class of 1945 Marion Tulloch Grenan 
Class of 1950 Robert Doolittle    
  Duane Wilson 
Class of 1952 Gary Lindberg 
Class of 1953 James J. Newcomb 
Class of 1954 Kenneth Sells 
Class of 1956 Gerri Draper Gardner 
Class of 1957 James Brickley 
  Judy Lane 
  Leo Ortloff 
Class of 1958 Gloria Ann Kahler Hill 
Class of 1960 Norma Frazell Plumb  
Class of 1961 Robert (Bob) Alan Bruzas 
  Bruce Seaton 
Class of 1967 Kerry King 
Class of 1968 Thomas King 
Class of 1980 Garvin Dale Board 
Class of 1987 Robert (Bob) Still 
Class of 2003 Douglas Craig Allen 
 

Roger Haining, long-time Bothell dentist, passed away on July 
17, 2007.  His children, David, Janis, Nancy, and Colleen,  
were all Bothell High School graduates. 
 
Dr. Karen Forys was Northshore School District’s superinten-
dent since 1994.  She battled non-hodgkins lymphoma for the 
past two years and passed away in September this year. 
 

 
By Bev Niemeyer Schmer 

Class of 1967 
 

According to an article I read in the Seattle Times,  Jim Swan-
son, who operated Swanson’s Shoes on Main Street in Bothell 
for the last 40 years, found an enormous pile of shoes blocking 
his store door one day this August, and a notice that the build-
ing was condemned. This was part of a retirement joke friends 
concocted for Swanson and his wife, Sandy. There was a note 
that said Swanson had to repair all the shoes before he could 
“retire.” Bothell police arrived to put shackles on Jim and 
Sandy as part of their retirement send off.  
 
The Swanson family has been an icon in Bothell for years. 
Leonard Swanson, now 93 years old, started a shoe repair 
business in  a Nordstrom store in Seattle in 1945. He bought 
the Bothell business in 1967 and handed the keys to the estab-
lishment to his son, Jim. Prior to that, Jim had worked with his 
dad’s foreman. Because the equipment was made for right 
handed people, he told son (a lefty) he would never be able to 
make it in the industry. Forty years later and still in operation, 
Jim proved him wrong.  
 
Jim met his wife, Sandy, at Western Washington University 
and they operated the shoe business together those forty years. 
Jim has been known for his cute pranks and friendly smile and 
Sandy for her quiet, gentle friendliness. They had five employ-
ees at one time.  Their daughter Jill was a graduate of Bothell 
High School.  
 
It was both heartwarming and sad when the town bid them 
farewell as they closed their doors at 10112 Main Street in 
Bothell  on August 18th 2007. It was declared by Bothell City 
Council to be Swanson Shoe Repair Day.   
 
There is supposed to be a hairstyling business going in after a 
remodel. We wish the Swansons health and happiness in their 
retirement.   

DECEASED ALUMNI 
Not Previously Published 

Northshore Community 
Deceased 

BOTHELL ICON RETIRES 
Swanson’s Shoes 

Why Did Pilgrims' Pants Always Fall Down?  
Because They Wore Their Belt Buckle On Their Hat.  
 
What Do You Call Cheese That Isn't Yours?  
Nacho Cheese.  
 
What Do You Call Four Bullfighters In Quicksand?  
Quattro Sinko.  
 
How Do You Get Holy Water?  
You Boil The Hell Out Of It.             

What Do You Get When You Cross a Snowman 
With a Vampire?  
Frostbite.  
 
What's The Difference Between Roast Beef And 
Pea Soup?  
Anyone Can Roast Beef.  



The Association offers advertising in the newsletter to promote alumni businesses.  
Proceeds are used to publish the newsletter without dipping into the general fund.  If you 
would like to participate, send a business card with your name, address, email address, class 
year, and maiden name, if applicable, plus $20.00 for one year.  Newsletters are distributed 
twice yearly to all members, and the most recent issue is handed out at Homecoming and 
the All-Alumni Picnic.  You may use the form below; be sure to complete bottom right. 

 

ALUMNI BUSINESS DIRECTORY 
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A WORD 
 FROM OUR SPONSORS: 
Business/Graduate           Class Year 
 
Kenmore Community 1960 
Club, Inc.   

Bud Eaton, Manager 
 
Coldwell Banker/Bain  1963
 Gerry Wheat Eagle 
 
Masterworks LLC  1967
 Gordon L. Johnson 

(Pass this application on to another BHS alumnus if you don’t need it.  Help spread the word so our association  will grow. We need more 
alumni to join and support the fine volunteer organization that is BHSAA.   
 

BOTHELL HIGH SCHOOL ALUMNI ASSOCIATION   
MEMBERSHIP REGISTRATION ____ OR RENEWAL ____  BUSINESS DIRECTORY____ (Check One)   

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Last Name  First Name Middle Initial  Maiden Name  Email Address 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Street Address                                           City                               State                           Zip                          Area Code/Phone 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ *    $________________________ 
Your Class Year                                 Spouse’s  Name                                                         $ Enclosed for Membership  
 
* Membership Donations:  1 Year: $20.00  —  2 Years: $35.00  —  3 Years: $50.00  —  5 Years: $65.00 or Lifetime: $500.00 
 
$_______________________     $_____________________        ____________________________         ___________________________ 
  Donation: Scholarship Fund         Donation:  In Memory Of:        Name (in memory of who)  Class Year (in memory of) 
  
      
Mail to:   Bothell High School Alumni Association  Attached is my business card for Newsletter Business Directory: 
              P.O. BOX 298      $________ for ___ years  ($20.00 per year - 2 newsletter issues) 
 Bothell, WA   98041-0298                 Type of Business: _____________________________________  

HELP WANTED  
 
The Association receives many newspaper clip-
pings about Bothell High School alumni and the 
community from our readers.  We need someone to 
paraphrase and re-write information from these 
clippings  to create new articles that can be pub-
lished in our newsletters. Call Carole (Wikel) John-
son, Class of 1967, at 425-481-1226 or e-mail 
carolejjohnson@comcast.net to volunteer.   

 
THERE IS 

ROOM FOR 
YOUR 

BUSINESS 
CARD 
 HERE 

How are a Texas tornado and a 
Tennessee divorce the same?  

 
Somebody's gonna lose a trailer 

 
********************* 

 
What do you get from a  

pampered cow?  
 

Spoiled milk  



BHSAA VISION STATEMENT: 
 
The vision of the Bothell High School Alumni Association is to preserve and promote the history of Bothell High School and 
support continuing education of students and alumni.   ▪ Since 1994. 

Remember  
To Renew 

In 
2008 

 

BHSAA 

BHS Alumni Association 
P.O. BOX 298 

Bothell, WA   98041-0298 

NON-PROFIT ORG. 
U.S. POSTAGE 
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